
	

	 Te Whaiti-nui-a-toi History 

The Te Whaiti-nui-a-toi Scholarship scheme has played an important part in the 
development of Lindisfarne College and in providing educational opportunities for Maori 
young men. 

In its broadest sense the scholarship represented the main contribution which the 
Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa NZ, made towards the education of Maori boys in the 1970’s 
and 80’s.  In a more restricted sense it provided an educational service to that particular 
group of Maori people with whom the Church has been most closely associated -The Tuhoe 
people of the Eastern Bay of Plenty and Urewera Country.  In the last 20 years the scheme has 
broadened and has seen boys from other Iwi supported by the scheme. 

The scheme is named after the Presbyterian Church farm at Te Whaiti, situated on the 
Waikaremoana-Rotorua Road which was founded in 1937 from land made available by the 
Tuhoe tribe.  The farm was established to provide theoretical and practical training for Maori 
boys in the farming of their land, and also to provide a basic education.  In the 1960’s the 
school closed, but the land continued to be successfully farmed, and the profits of the good 
farming years of the late 1950’s and early 60’s, and the wise investment of the money saw the 
establishment of the trust.  This was further enhanced by the sale of the farm in the early 80’s 
and the further investment of that money. 

In 1975 the Church approached Lindisfarne to enquire if boys of secondary school age could 
attend the College under a scholarship of full boarding fees.  This was accepted by the then 
Rector, Mr Jim Pine working alongside Mr Rodney Gallen, High Court Judge (later Knighted 
as Sir Rodney Gallen) and thus the era of the Te Whaiti Scholarship was begun. 

In recent year’s low interest rates have meant that the scholarship can only provide partial 
fees but this has been generously supplemented by Lindisfarne College under the leadership 
of Council Chairman, Dr John Wakeman. The partnership begun in 1972 has continued as a 
strong bicultural partnership.  Of the Te Whaiti scholars many have gone on to become 
leaders in a wide variety of fields, and occupations, which was the original intent of the 
scholarship. 

There have been many benefits for the boys and the College. For the Maori boys especially in 
the early years of the scheme came the inherent personal growth that all pupils gain from a 
Christian based school education. Informal association with European boys from 
professional and business family backgrounds, and the opportunity of being able to mix with 
European families at various levels of social interaction to broaden their conception of a 
lifestyle that was previously foreign to them. The Te Whaiti boys were able to become part of 
the Maori community of Hastings and surrounding districts.  The boys combined with the 
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Hastings Girls’ High School Maori Group to represent the Ngati Kahungunu at various events 
and celebrations. The hosting at Lindisfarne of visiting Maori Synod representatives, and for 
the boys to share with them in worship and to join with them in social gatherings held under 
the auspices of the local Heretaunga Maori Pastorate was a special experience. 

Boys had the opportunity to learn through the skill and expertise of a local Kaumatua the art 
of Maori carving, and to build up under the guidance of this Kaumatua a large repertoire of 
haka and action songs, together with various waiatas that were performed on special 
occasions in front of the whole school community of boys, parents and friends. There was the 
opportunity as a group to visit the Maori Synod Marae at Ohope each year, and to associate 
with Synod and Tuhoe elders and their families on the Marae. For the majority of boys came 
the chance to participate and excel in a great variety of teams sports in which they may never 
otherwise have been able to even consider. 

Recent years have seen a number of Maori boys enter the College without the support of the 
scheme and in 2016 some 12% of the College are of Maori descent.  The College Kapa Haka 
group continues to flourish with a core of Te Whaiti students leading the way and Maori 
language is available as a subject to all boys of the College. 

The Te Whaiti scheme has added great value to European and international students in the 
College as it has exposed them to some of the finer aspects of Maori culture, and made them 
aware of the aspects of Maoridom that would normally not be available to them. Today the 
year begins with a Powhiri for all new students and staff, the College has an annual House 
haka competition and waiata have been a part of House music and chapel services.  In 2012 
several Te Whaiti students with the support of Kaumatua and Maori teacher, Mr Reimana 
Johnson, composed a haka for the College and gifted it to the school as a leavers gift.  The 
first performance was at the end of year Prize Giving and it was a special occasion for all 
concerned. To perform a haka that truly represents the various elements of Lindisfarnes 
culture was a moving moment. 

The Te Whaiti scheme has transformed the lives of many Maori young men and to date has 
produced successful and significant men – All Blacks (including a captain), Judges, business 
leaders, scientists, church leaders, lawyers and good citizens. It has been a shining light 
illustrating what is possible when young men are placed in an environment of respect, faith, 
high expectation and support. At a time when educational statistics for Maori youth remain a 
national disgrace, Te Whaiti and its partnership with Lindisfarne College stands as an 
example of what is possible.  

 



	

	 Te Whaiti-nui-a-toi History 

The Te Whaiti Scholarship is limited in what it can do. With additional funds it can help 
more young Maori men discover that ‘Possible Starts here!’    If you would like to contribute 
to the scholarship fund please contact the Rector at the College or Mr Pere Maitai, Committee 
Chairman. Giving to the Scholarship Fund  is a chance to leave a legacy and invest in the 
future of our nation. 

The official photo of the 1987 Te Whaiti-nui-a-toi boys is mounted in the Dining Hall.  This 
was the year when the scheme was possibly at its height, and the photo depicts eighteen boys 
from Year 7 to Year 13.  To give an idea of the success of the boys in the photograph – ten 
became School Prefects, thirteen made the 1st XV, five the 1st Cricket XI and ten the 1st 
Softball team.  One boy topped New Zealand at School Certificate Mathematics; two became 
All Blacks, five played for New Zealand Secondary Schools’ Rugby, fourteen played for 
Hawke’s Bay Secondary Rugby and four for HBSS Cricket.  Of the boys in the photo the huge 
majority – seventeen in fact, have gone on to successful careers.  There are three Law 
degrees, five Accounting degrees, two Secondary School Teachers, and the others are in 
responsible leadership roles in business and administrative areas.  

 

 


